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in spite of Russian intrigues from within, Serbian policy,
generally speaking, continued to be Austrophile until the
great assassinations of 1903.
It was the misfortune of the Serbian people that, tat the
beginning of the movement for national independence in
the days of Napoleon, there arose not one, but two, na-
tional leaders. Instead of one great man dominating the
movement, and establishing a single strong dynasty, there
were two rivals: Kara George and Milosh Obrenovitch.
Ever since the assassination of the former in the interests
of the latter, in 1817, the unhappy country was torn by the
feuds of these rival families, and by a series of palace revo-
lutions and violent changes of dynasty. These culminated
in 1903. On the night of June 11, a band of conspirators,
consisting mainly of Serbian army officers, entered the royal
palace at Belgrade, dragged King Alexander Obrenovitch
and his unpopular wife from their hiding place, and bru-
tally murdered them.6 Belgrade rejoiced; the church bells
were rung; the city was decorated with flags; and the
Legislature unanimously thanked the assassins for their
work. Though he may not have been directly privy to the
plot, Peter Karageorgevitch, grandson of the man mur-
dered nearly a century before, profited by it, and he as-
cended the throne as Peter I. This hideous crime, "brutal
but not unprovoked," and the favors shown to those who
were responsible for it, outraged the sense of decency in
the crowned heads of Europe, most of whom soon withdrew
their representatives from Belgrade as a sign of their dis-
approval. Great Britain did not renew diplomatic rela-
tions for three years.
6 For a recent vivid account of this deed, see the article of Dragisha
Vasitclv in Knjizbevna Republika, summarized in The lAving Age, Jan,
3, 1925; and the detailed contemporary narrative* of Pomiankowski, the
Austrian Military Attache, in the Berlin 8-Uhr-Abendblatt, Nos. 46-50,
Feb. 23-28, 1928; for its importance in internal Serbian politics, see below,
Vol. II, ch. ii.